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AND MES AGILE FLEA are vis
Mn-lm:[ New York, They are stopping
on the West B!de, and are belng
hanquetted tavishly * by people of good
tasta.

In other words, there !s a plague of littls
black fleas in Gotham that s making every
one between Forty-ninth strest and the
Harlem River regard their dogs and ecats
with undeserved suspiclon. It ls & popular
superstition that cats snd dogs harbor
flegs, and wheaever there Is 8 visitation
af the pests the luckless enimals are ne-
cusad of responsthillty therefor,

During Winter, Spring snd as much of
the Summer as has passed the dog and cat
catchers have worked overtime, There Is
a declded diminutlion of domestic nnimals,
bt thers s none whatever In the domestic
Heh, On the coptrary, it-1% matter of com-
et that the flens were never 86 MANy, so
biack or s varaclous before.

Thertt Iz a veritable *flea belt” In Neww
Yark tow, extendiug along the swest side
of Cenleal Pack, from Forty-nlnth street to
One Hondred and Thiriy-0fth street. And
the populatlon shows an unwelcome tend-
enry to migrate.

It lsn't supposed fo be good form to pos-
sces fivns or paollte to talk ebout thepn
That i= mosily because there !s a mistnken
lden pxtant that fleas and dirt are syoony-
mous. On the svthority of one of the
greatest npaturalistg living—and for that
matter, on the asutherity of the personal
Enowledge of hundreds of careful house-
wives—this annoying Mttle Ingect settles
down ln a swept and garalshed house just
as cheerfully as in one that ls seldom
cleaned. Edward A. Butler, the grent Bug-
llgh maturallst, sayas the most scrupulons
cleanliness c¢annot gectite fmmunity from
& visltation of flens,

Harlem veel to be the great Summer
regort of the flea tribe, but the family has
extended its visiting Hst untll pow the
*fiea Delt"” ranges three paris of the way

‘down Manhattan Tslend. There seem to the full-grown Inseot by which we are maggets, whose bodles are set with ibpg sinneces of wvdrlons Linds, some fragments and a stHE broow avould kil many. _ The
be as many fleas as usual in the old resort troubled. The flen starts, like all Insects, haire. Each of these little grubs couslsts of which they are pretiy sure to find fn the frequent e ‘of (he broow, therefure, Is
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NEW YORK.

In the hollow below Colnmbin Coliege, s4
that the present visliation seems to be
composed of pewcomers.

Where the insects come from mnobody
knows, Let it be written down once and
for all that the maorauding ecat and the
affactionnte dog are not responsible for In-
troducing fleas to a house, The cai has
fleas—pleniy of them—anfl so has the dog,
but éach anlmal's flea ls utterly distinot
from “Pulex Irritdns'—the |lttle hlack pest
which bothers mankind. The difference be-
fween the !nsects, too, goes further than
miere appenrance, - A dpg's flea will pelther
bite nor stay upon a cat: the Insect pecu-
linr #0 the cat tribe shominntes the taste
of dog. Both Insects unite in thelr detesta-
tion of man. Ia brief, the Insects unwill-
Ingly earrled by cats and dogs: will not
bite mien, women or ehildren,

Don't sniff scornfully at this bit of In-
formatlon. The thlng is a matter of seien-
tife record.

The fact of the matter 18 that very few
people koow anything about the Interesting
ingeet—Tfor luterestlig he decldedly s, In
spite of hig predilections. In the first place
they are zoologienl odditlies, for naturalists
have never beem quite able to determine
whether fleas are a kind of wingless fly
which hos learned bad hablts, or whother
they belong to a tribe of beetles. That
mny not seem to a very useful fact to
record, but It will be seen that a littls
knowledge of this kind Is exactly what s
required by thoss who would Hke to rid
thelr houses of the pest.

A great many Insects are, w0 to speak,
born ‘“‘ready made.'" Fleas are not. The
little flens are not young ones; they are
the males, nnd are 8 big ns they will ever
be. Fleas are peeuliar among ajl the para-
altes 4n that {hey undergo a complets
metamorphosls. They are parasitic only
during one stage of thely career. In his
youth the flea Is & vegetarian. It Is only

THIS !5 MRSAGILE FLEA WHOTS SPENDING THE SUMMER N

from the egg.

The eggs of a flea are white, oval, sticky
the human gpecies is
to be Iaid
and mot

things. Ho far as
concerned,
BMONE  rugs,
upon thes eclothes of thelr unwillltg lhosts.
From this It Is evident that while sweep-
Ing will have no partioular effect upon toe
Interfere
with the insedl's nursery arrangements.
From these eggs are hafched not brown,
lenping fleas, but white, footless, wormlike

adult

these eggs appear

fea,

mats and earpets,

will conslderably

‘DIGESTIVE
APPARATUS"
OF A FLEA.

(Copyright, 1898, by the New York Journal and Advertiser)

of a head and twelve joints, the last jolot

devours solld fuod.
sucker untll later,

THE LUCKY PRAYING BUG

HILE the Klssilng Bug has been
making such a sensation in America
this Summer, Austria s now belng

stitred up over an even more curlous In.
sect, called the Praying Bug.

This insect alighted, a fortnlght ago, on
the hand of the Wmperor Francls Joseph,
‘when he was walklag In the gardens of his
Bummer residence on Jaipzen Mountaln,

This Insect, whose sclentifie name Is

religiosa, end In German,"Gottesan-

** (God's worshipper), Is but rorely

Been as far north as Upper Austria, The
wuperstitious argus that there must be some

Divine reason for Its visit, and quote his-
torleal reminiscences and alleged facts to
bLear out their view.

"The mystery explains ftself,” they say.
*God heard our prayers asklng Him to com:
mand the Pmperor to remarry and glve
“the country an helr, and in pursuance there-
of, He sent this rare Insect devoted to His
Majfests's patron, St Franels, to appeal to
our Ealser

The credulous Austrlans are quite enrtaln
that, on August 10, Francls Joseph's alxty-
ninth hirthday, his betrothnl to some prin.
€ess or other will be announced, the wed-
ding to follow goon afterward.

Among the royal young women named In
‘eotinection with the expected espousal ls,
besldes several (ifferent Princesses of
Bavarin, the Princess Isabel of Orlerns,

who comes from o famlly known for 18 ward in the nttituds of devoilon. Tle hind
legn seemed to be extraordinarily long; the
foreliegs set elosely to the front.

numerons male offspring.

Here 13 the story of the Praylog Tosect's
appenl to Francls Joseph ns described fn
an Anstrian newspaper;

“Last Thursday, when His Majesty was
walklog among the ‘beautlful trees of the
Jatnzen Mountaln, with his friend, Adja-
tant-General Coutit Paar, he suddenly felit
a glight pressure upon his right hand,
which he had ralsed to polnt out to the
Count a beautiful old tree pear by. Look-
Ing to see what It was, the Enlser uttered
a4 cry of surprise. ‘See, Paar, see what [
ennght,' he sall to the Adjutanf; ‘lsn't
this a prariog bug, as we find them In
Tyrol?

It Is, and Your Majesty Is very lucky,
Indeed," the Connt answered.

“While the Emperor and hls friend were
talking the strange insect perched on H's
Majesty's baad as nonchalantly as #f It
had been Its aordipary resting place. And
even when Franecls Joseph denned This
glnsses and begon fo exumine It eritleally
it never stirred. The Insect waz evidently
o full-grown  spocimen, 1fs lofg, seml
trangparent wings had a greenlsh sheen,
and Its fine head, sltting on a+ semlierect
neck, sparkled with many colors, belag en-
rlously marked.

“It rested motlonless on: its hind feet,
whils holding 1ts httlf-open fore llmbs out-
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$10.000 o Prove Hhat Immortafity Is Untrue.

B Y the slngnlsr will of the tate Stilney

Hail, n Clirlstlan Adventiar, of Hort-
ford, Conn, F10.000 I3 left for the
purpose of proving thy falslty or the pre-
¥ailing bellef 'n the Immortnlity of the soul

Bey. 0. I, Fassets, of Ashors, N, Y,
Bas alrendy written the Book and the man-
ugeript j= Itf the bande of the Chrlstian
Adventist- Publieation Soclety, of Boston,
which wiil have charge of the pristing and
et ributing,

The tHie \s to he:

NIMORTALITY,

Thé Soul's Immoetality Conditlonal
Couditional  Immortality the Scriptural
Doctrine.

From this “conditiunal® tifle it (& evident
thas the book wil mor try 1o ntterly de-
strox the bellef la Immorislity, but ro shinw
n sl#:t way It Is wrong, accordipg fo 8'd-

ney Hall's hellef. -

Llke mozt Adveatists, Sldney Hall, wheo
has Ieft this strange will, felt strongly on
the sabject of the lmmortality of the soul.
His reason for callivg: the dpgtrine of fm-
martallty pernlclons was that, to accept It,
he Bad to believe In eternal damnntion for
the wicked, which he thought to be ridlcu-
lons.

Mr, Hall Wimgelf wrote'n tract upon the
euibject of Immoytallty, enfitled “A Look
at the Good Thne Coming," Iu which he
=it

*The! truth s, the whole theory Is a valn

chimera—a senseless fietion—a mere humsn

dogma; and to overthrow it notlilng more
s neeetzary thmno to eall for the evidence
of ‘rh.truth, . No persen hids ever prododed
#nF proof ofin distinet enrity fhoman calied
the m;fmvrr aag:mu_: regarding s ohture
OF Pro g fromt muy source whoteyver,"

% \ple vk, -

“°I would never lLnve belleved 1t,' sald
His Muajesty, ‘but the
88 If enpaged ln priyer.’

" ‘Your Mnjesty koows, of coutse, the

thing

really looks

a‘.sb It Ap‘paarﬁ wItf'l Itz f-'o‘fel_naa
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ending in a pair of hooks.
ries four breathing tubes, o palr of short
feelors, and o good palr of biting jaws.
for &t this perlod of lts life the roung Aea
It s oot a bloud-

These little grobe are extremely [ively
eregtures, welzaling about sigorously, nnd
worklng themselves @long by ald of rhelir
haley bodles and the hooks on thely tills.
They appear to feed wpon Ary ooplmal zub-
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and
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© THE MUSCULAR By,
HIND LEG OFAFLEA.

The head ear- enhoek,

Insensibly drop Trom
ground.

sation of fleas

neighborhpod of thelr birthplace,
the mnatpralist,
liked toeat the odies of dead fles
ather selentist found that they throve npon
the minute fragments of humnn skin

found that

the body o

Lecuw-
they
An-

which
Lhe

Bearing (hese facts In mind 1t once maore ) : H
beoomes evident that unswent surs,. mats, 0 atth mandibie, givena total of Some &
ani earpets are apt to constitote an envi-
ronment eminently piltpred too the propn.

The grubs are quite saft

=

HIS ISMRAFLEA WHO ACCOMPANIES HIS WIFE ONHER

SUMMER RAMBLES

emipently desizable; dml wat the dust
Dox, bul the fire, slould We the destination
uf all enbblsh swept g,

The ruuds Ao does ot remain o ginb
yers long. | In Sumnier It bscomes full
grown I about twelve days, pnd It then
«ilps a Httle egecon of erndle dn which to
Leegine A clisysalls,. Thls cocosn 15, of
vonrse, extremely minity, und to the out:
side of It are mspally attaclkoed sp many
bits of dust and robbish that its |dentity
13 hidden,

Inside this cradle the maggot =lips out

of lis skin and becomms o Httle hwmp-

backed chryealis, In shape foreshpdowing

the Ren it will preseutly be.

For two wecks the emhyyo flea remalns
o this shell. Tirst it 1 o dirty white
eolop, Dbut It gradually darkens untll at
the expleation of the fortuight, I etnerges
s a perfort Dea.

It ts at this time that the flen really sn.
ters upon Its predatory carcer. Tp to this
time It hns oniy had o pale of Jaws wlih
which to chop up sueh things as It cared

to eat. Now It flnds lteclf elflpped Wit

a coilectlon of saws and: kolves intended
for usze snly upon-soft matepigl. Tt s wita
thhse saws and kolves (hat the Bea Infots
Its Bite upon mhn,

rer, upbn s Head nre two little loynz
or feelork, whlth which' 1t taps  the guvs
fnee of the skin to fnd a lkely spot fos
nperations.  Huaving settled wpon 8 plaes,
the fiea then mivinces a paly of shws or
mandibles;, and  proceeds to dut I3
waw through the skin, These mandibles
conslst af two stialzht, fint blades, dolupd-
Ing dewnward pod notehed ou each side
Pke o double siw. These teetlh pomber
about seventy-five In egel row on elthee
glide, which, ot the rite of two dbubis rows
0y
toerh to Ity Jletie rlp-snw,

Betwoen tless two saws the flen Keers
i*s feonk op sneker, which It- Jowers {nia
the hole it Das earved o s vietlm's skin,
M trunk iz Bollow and’ through I the

(5000500} -0-F 0
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flen sucks as muel bload as It 1
needs, The whole apparitus eons
plercing mephinism ‘of exqulsite
when seon, under a microscope.
necustomed To apenk of “flea bl
this |8 zcarcely n correct way of &
the operation: | The append:ages
mouth fe not in any sence biting
the seflpn s that of veriieal
semething e the actlon of o roek

The aceomphuying pleturss are
fiom  plhotograpls of the lLuma
wreatly magnifed.

Much ¢hnt hag heen written b

strepgth and Intelllgence of fleas

nonsenae, I I8 sald that a flea ¢
tlilrty times: its own height, which
¥rom this it bas been argued th
nifin Jumped “in proportion’ he w
alfe to fedp 180 feet. Thut ks nrrs
sajlep,  Such matters as  welght,
avilinile energy and volume of
enter Info the question, amd, when t
coneliderod, It s much mora wol
that o man shonlf be able to Jump o
hlinff 4= that a fNea should Be ¢
spriog thlrry (ioes ts own height,
Thie go-cilled “tealped fess” are &
dle,  All the supposedly Intelligent
ments mide Ly the insects really ¢
of stingzles to egeape,. Taks, for ex
the walting, In whicl the fead g
tlog arodnd In palrs th ‘the sonnd
musleal box. Two feus of cqial al
strength are attached to an estreme
fente pleds 'of wire, one at each end.
are fastened In sueh W way as to f
opposite diredtions and at right' ang
to 1_hn wire. Thelr strugegles, consgeql
produce opposite pulls ot the end o
bap of wire, and, therefore, meces:
prodoee,  withour any intentlon on
port, a rotary motlon, or ‘‘walts'’

To aln dn the Wasien o snall n_;r,
Ta nddeil, eonslsttug ol f{s-.‘m firstene
tiny models of mmeleal Instroments,
indmers are =or uptight thelr legs ea
flonrish abont In the alr, suggesth
Ide of thelr performing on the
nrEs,
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THAT HAS AROUSED THE SUPERSTITIONS OF ALL AUSTI
BY ALIGHTING ON THE EMPEROR’S HAND.

many superstitlons concorning

Connt Faar,

YT belleve my wifié, the lhte Btpress,
hag tolik me about them,'
1o one the Praving

“ Well, aceprding

Pug, when asked the

winderer, poluts It out to Wim, and It 1s

Uplifted, in the Attitude of Prayer,

1}

right road by

., TP b &
AL L 4 o

said

i

OMEN.
HE MUST MARRY
AGAIN AND -
LEAVE AN HEIR
TO AUSTRIA.

clalmed that no ene was ever decelved by
the fnsect.”

“oIf tunt be gh, Danr, seld the _Em-
perir, ‘hy all means let's dsk, whleh way
woonght to travel to decure happiness and
comfort.’ o Frones  Joseph
tonehed the Inveer with o flower and the
I'enying Bog promptly  stretoled forth
one of its legs (h the divectlon of g path
which the late Empress [Elzabeth had
elonred In the woeds for her personal usge.

“Iraneis Josoph nMectid to regard the In-
peot’s cmotien nx  Uhe dlstate of  fate,
theugh he comld not he anaware of the
feet thiat, baoall probability, he had eaused
it Rlmself by touehing the frall body with
lils flower. 1t wns a dellghttul path the
e men entered npon. |
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- Baving

“TEled to o pack where was a ber
murble group peprésenting  Venue
Cupld,

“Now we come to the most eurfons
the narrative,'" pontinued the Anstril
per. The bug Which ontll then hadp
motionlessly on the Emperor's band
Ing up hils forelegs Ino mute prayer o
Ing his Lright, shinlng eyes on him; 1
away suddenly when His Majesty p
th admire the group, and landed U’
squately on Cupld's bow. There he
for a while, Wis bead stil turncd
the Emperot's face, and with uf
nrms, ns 1 its habll' Whether Kale
Adjutant then amd there saw the ¢
tlen between the praying ingect, tl
koown path and the Veous and Cuaplid
gronp a3 the people interpret It, the Aus-
teinu paper doesn't profess to know.

The praying bug 15 quite an unknbwn
Inzpet outside of the southern countries
whepe he lves, That he scquires his repy’
titlon for salntilness outside of hls ow
werld 13 guite evident, for he |s as vbr
- ots na & wolf nnd as combative ns
gnmecoek. True It 1s that he holds up ki
forelegs in the attitude of prayér, but hy
evldent aljeet is not to pray, but to be 1
rendlness to, selze his apoll or defend hlw
gelf, He feads on all sorts of Insects, In
cluding his own kind, butalso attncks stn-
frogs, lizards and young birds.

A

Jaw Power of Bnimals of Prey.

have in o thele Jows Is astonlshing.

Archibald T. Montgomery, an Hng:
gl traveller and scientist, has notleed
ithat the tiger usunlly sclzes an Imillan
uative by the shoulder, and with one Jaw
o one shile and the other Jaw on the op-
posite side bltes clean through the chest
and back, penetrating the lTungs.

In nearly all vases the bite penctriates to
the lungs, This klud of a wound is char.
acterlstlie of the attncks of mauy of the
ent fimily. Searcely any  blrd recovers
from neqt's bite for tho same reason. The
ennine teoth are almost Inatantly  (driven
through the Ilung, nuder the wing,

The leopard, when selzing swmaller anl-
mnla, such ns dogs, ¢rushies the bead; when
atticking men It alms ot biting through
the luags, i

THE power which caroivorous nnimals

The teeth, even of the largest carnly
are merely the “spearheads,’ but It sel
a8 If for the moment the afilmal Ubtew!
ity bodlly energy Into the eomblnation
muscular actlon whieh we call a bl
In most cnses the mere shdck of Impaet
the animnal hurls ltself on its enemy s
tirely demoralizing or infllets physieal
jury. A muzzled mastif will hovl s 1
to the ground in the effort to fnsten
teoth In his throat or shoulder.

The snupplng power of an_alligat
Juws {s more or less Intellligible. They
long and furnished with a row of poli
teeth from end to end, DBut the faws ¢
Hon, leopatd, tiger, otter, dnz, enf, fo1
or tmboon are short, and *he long |
pointed teeth are few. Yet each of tf
‘species has a biting power which, fa |
portion ‘to its size, Is almost 3



